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1. Introduction 

This document contains guidance on how to use the trial of the GADD Dashboard Builder.  

2. Getting started 

Start with download and install of the GADD Dashboard Builder. It is available via Windows 
installation package.  

The application will be installed in folder; C:\ Program Files (x86)\ GADD Dashboard 

The examples will be installed in folder; C:\ Users\ Public\ Documents\ GADD Dashboard 

2.1. Start the GADD Dashboard Builder 

Start the GADD Dashboard Builder via the shortcut on the desktop or the start menu that was 
created by the installer.  

The application will start and the example 1 dashboard will be opened automatically. 

Click on menu choice Help, F1 or this link, http://dashboardintro.gaddsoftware.com/, to get 
introduction and guidance. 

2.2. Example 1 

In the example 1 dashboard there is a short introduction. It is; 
 
Welcome to try GADD Dashboard Builder 

With this trial you can try existing sample dashboards and also create your own.  

Get started 

1. Using Example 1 

1.1. Click on Pie of Grid. Both elements are used as filter.  

1.2. Menu Data to set filter options. 

1.3. Menu Design to set layout & design options. 

1.4. Menu Data Source to edit and/or create data connections. 

2. Try other sample dashboards 

2.1. Home / Open; to open dashboard file. 

2.2. Example 2, Chart, Pie, Grid with delta and sparklines. 

2.3. Example 3, Adding a Range filter. 

2.4. Example 4, Using maps. 

3. Data Source / Edit; to edit existing data connection. 

4. Data Source / New Data Source; to create a new data connection. 

Good luck :) 

What is next? 

Next is to publish the dashboards so that they are available for anybody via the web browser. It is 
easy to do using the GADD Web Server. Contact us when you are ready for it! 

Demos 

1. Check demos on GADD dashboards; GADD Analytcis for Retail 

2. Check more demos; GADD demo portal 

 
 
  

http://dashboardintro.gaddsoftware.com/
http://dashboard.gaddsoftware.com/
http://www.gaddsoftware.com/demo_en.html
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2.3. Menus 

2.3.1. Home 

¶ Create elements; grid, chart, pie, gauges, maps, range filter etc.  

¶ Create additional filters for data retrieval using Settings. 

¶ Save and Open dashboard files. 

2.3.2. Data Source 

¶ Create new connection to data source; SQL Server, Oracle, MS Access etc. Note that you need the 
db provider to be installed if you use e.g. Oracle, PSQL or other 3rd party db. 

¶ Edit connection query. Select tables, views, columns available via the connection query. Define 
joins and alias. 

¶ Add Calculated Filed and Parameters. 

¶ Edit Filter to define a filter that user of dashboard cannot change. 

2.3.3. Data  

¶ Edit Filter for element. 

¶ Defined single or multiple master filter, drill down for elements. 

2.3.4. Design 

¶ Define styles for elements. 

2.4. Create a connection 

Create a data source connection. Use e.g. the MS Access file included in the package; 
GADD_EX1_A.mdb. 

 

1. Click on button “New” and define a name for the data source. 
2. Define connection parameters 

a. Provider: “Microsoft Access 97”.  
3. Database:  òéGADD_EX_A.mdb  
4. Select table  “DAILY_DELIVET_STAT_SPORT” 
5. Click OK. 
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Fig, Step 2 – 4. Define connection parameters and Select table. 

2.4.1. Connect to new data source 

If you add a new data source then you need to update connection string information in file 
GADD.Dashboard.Builder.exe.config”. 

See part; 

<dashboardConnections> 

<connection connectionName="GADD_EX_A_con" provider="Access97" serverName=""  

database=".\ app_data\ GADD_EX_A.mdb" userName="admin" password="" /> 

<connection connectionName="GADD_EX_B_con" provider="Access97" serverName=""  

database=".\ app_data\ GADD_EX_B.mdb" userName="admin" password="" /> 

<!-- 

<connection connectionName="GADD_c" provider="MSSqlServer" serverName="s" database="d" userName="u" password="p" /> 

--> 

</dashboardConnections> 

 

Note! If you use MS Access database then you need to add the MS Access file in folder “App_Data” 
and add connection information.  

See; “.\ app_data\ GADD_EX_A.mdb” 

 

Note! If you use SQL server database then you need enter connection information. 

Note! When you use the dashboard on via the GADD Web Server the file “Web.config” must 
contain the same connection information to use the same data sources on the web site. 

2.5. Create a dashboard 

Create a dashboard using Chart and Grid elements. 

1. Click on button “Chart”. A chart “Chart 1” is created. 

2. Drag column “COUNTRY” to “Argument”. Drag column “NO_OF_ORDERS” to “Values”. 
Drag column “PRODUCT_TYPE” to “Series”. 
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Fig, A chart. 

3. Click on button “Grid”. A grid “Grid 1” is created. 

4. Drag column “COUNTRY” to “Columns”. Drag column “CITY” to “Columns”. Drag 
column “NO_OF_ORDERS” to “Columns”. 

5. Select element “Chart 1”. Click on tab “Data” in top menu. Click on “Arguments”. Filter by 
Arguments means that the data will be filtered on argument selected in “Chart 1” which is 
column “COUNTRY”. Click on Multiple Master Filter and enable multi select. 

6. Click on country SE in “Chart 1”.  

a. “Chart 1” now filter on argument “COUNTRY = SE” and you can select one or several 
countries. 

b. Also note that the “filter icon” in “Chart 1” is being highlighted indicated that filtering is used.  
c. Click on the “filter icon” in “Chart 1”. Filtering is deactivated and “Grid 1” changes and displays 

all data. 
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Fig. Chart and Grid and using filter by argument to connect the two elements. 

2.6. Save dashboard 

Click on button “Save”.  

2.7. Open dashboard 

Click on button “Open”. 

2.8. Modify dashboard – add layout and delta 

Try these actions: 

1. Drag “Grid 1” and drop it below “Chart 1”. 
2. Select element “Chart 1”. 

a. “Right click” on “Chart 1” and select “Edit Names…”. Enter “Number of orders per country 
and product type”. 

b. Click on tab “Layout & Style”. Click on “Y-Axis Settings”. Un-check “Show title”.  
c. Select “Stacked Bar”.  
d. Click on button “Rotate”.   

3. Select element “Grid 1”. 
a. “Right click” on “Grid1” and select “Edit Names…”. Enter “Number of orders per country 

and city”. 
b. Click on tab “Layout & Style”. Click on “Banded Rows”.  
c. Click on tab “Dashboard”. 
d. Add a delta column 

i. Drag column “NO_OF_ORDERS” to Columns so it becomes the fourth column 
(dimension) in the grid.  

ii. Click on the icon next to the dimension “NO_OF_ORDERS “ : 

  
iii. Drag column “NO_OF_ORDERS_GOAL” to field “Target”. 
iv. Click on the “delta icon”. Select “Value type: Percent variation”. 
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Fig. Chart and Grid with some changed layout and using delta in the grid. 

2.9. Settings – Steer data retrieved from the data source  

 

The Settings “Main Filter” is not available via the web browser.  

The Settings “Client Filter” will be available for via the web browser via click on the gear wheels. Set 
default filter and let the user change values in the dashboard via the web browser. 
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2.10. More 

Try also;  

2.10.1. Data Source, Add Calculated Field 

 

With Expression Editor you can define calculated fields.  

2.10.2. Data Source, Add Calculated Filed 

 

2.10.3. Data, Edit Filter and set master filter type 

The Data menu has different options depending on the element type. 

 

 

2.10.4. Design 

The Design menu has different options depending on the element type. 

 
 

 

 


